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MR. ED VAUGHT of Buck Turner Chevrolet Company is shown at left giving keys for the 1950
Chevrolet to CHARLES CENTER, one of the hard working membsars of the Fishing Contest Com-

mittee. This car is included in the main drawing prize.

Shrimping In

Galveston Bay
By
By Edward Chin
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Galveston, Texas

Penaeid shrimp in the Gulf
of Mexico are of importance
to the commercial fisherman,
the week-end enthusiast, and
the sport fisherman. To the
commercilal fisherman,
shrimp represent the most
valuable marine resource in
terms of dollar value. To the
week-end vacationer, ama-
teur shrimping affords a re-
latively simple method for
obtaining a seafood in the
“delicacy’ class. To the sport
fisherman, shrimp are the
most effective bait for the
redfish, speckled trout, and
croakers that abound in the
bays.Although some of the
more ardent advocates of
artificial lures may look with
contempt upon the use of
bait, the importance of
shrimp for this purpose has
given rise to a bait industry
of some magnitude in some
areas of the Gulf.

In Greater Galveston Bay,
several specles of penaeid
shrimp are found: the white
shrimp, Penaeus setiferus;
the brown shrimp, Penaeus
aztecus, the pink shrimp,
Penaeus duororum,; and the
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Brown and white shrimp are
the most abundant species,
while pink shrimp and sea
I]:)Obs occur rather infrequent-
y.
The
white shrimp has been fairly
well-established. The spawn-
Ing season extends
April to October and spawn-

waters offshore. At the time
a sperm

are fertilized as they are shed
iIn the water. From 500,000
to 1,000,000 eggs are shed
during a single spawning.
The eggs are microscopic in
slze, measuring about a
hundredth of an inch in di-

tom. Within 24 hours, they

are planktonic, that 1is, they
are transported by and sub-
ject to vagaries of the tides
and currents.

While passing through an
additional number of larval
stages, the shrimp are trans-
ported into the brackish wa-
ters of the bays and bayous
where they adopt a benthic,
or bottom-dwelling, existence
At this time, they are about
a half inch in length. Four
to ten weeks are spent in the
inside waters, during which
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sea bob, Xiphopeneus ki”yﬁi"i.i

at
‘month during the summer
‘months. As the shrimp in-

crease In size and mature,
life history of the,

ing takes place in the saline

of mating, the male attaches

sac Or spermato- regson to believe that oc-

phore to the female. The eggs

hatech into larval forms that: Species seem to be more ef-

the shrimp grow rapidly.
Growth has been estimated
more than an inch per

they gradually move Dback

out of the bay to the offshore
waters.
from

The life span of white
shrimp is not well defined,
but apparently ranges from
12 to 18 months. Most shrimp
spawn only once, but there is

casionally, more than one

Spawning occurs.

Less is known about the
other species of penaeid
shrimp, but the general life

‘history follows a similar pat-

tern. The striking difference

. ‘between the white shrimp
amater, and sink to the bot-

and the brown and pink
shrimp is that the latter two

ficiently caught at night
while the former is primarily
fished during the day.
Shrimp commonly mis-
taken for young penaeid
shrimp include several spe-
cies of grass shrimp. These
small shrimp, found in large
numbers along the marshes

in the inside waters, seldom
orow to more than an inch in
length. Unlike the penaeild
shrimp, they carry the de-

veloping eggs under the ab-
domen. Another species that
‘carries its eggs 1s the river
‘shrimp. The river

shrimp
have long, well - developed
legs, and appear more for-
midable than the other spe-
cles of shrimp. They are pri-

‘marlly fresh-water creatures,

but are frequently seen in the
bays after periods of heavy
rainfall.

CHECK-IN -
WEIGH-IN STATIONS

All of Trinity Bay 1s In-
cluded this year with the
check-in stations at Van-Ta-
Un Store, and the following

camps: Walkers, Woodalls,
McKay’'s Crawley’s, Har -
bour’s, Bayview, Jollyboat,

Joe Wileys, Sims, Chrisley’s,
Thompson, Bobs, Bub Pelatos
Darby’s Boat Basin, Char-
lie’s 2-T'on Boat Lift, and Ray
Jelinek. There will be four of-
ficial weigh-in stations for
your convenience. They will
be at Van-Ta-Un Store at
Smith Point; Plato’s Corner
Grocery, Tri - City Beach
Road, Bub Pelatos— at Sea-
brook, and Ray Jelinek at
Eagle Point.
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